Mrs. Kennedy Pays Midnight Visit 
To Husband’s Grave At Arlington 


By FRANCES LEWINE 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
day for Jacqueline Kennedy had 
been a long and crushing one. 
But shortly before midnight she 
slipped out of the White House 
and rode through the darkness 
to place a sprig of flowers on 
her husband’s new grave. 

An eternal flame— placed at 
the head of the assassinated 
president's grave at her request 
—flickered on the silent hillside. 
Her brother-in-law, Atty. Gen. 
Robert F, Kennedy, was at her 


side. Only hours earlier, world 
dignitaries had crowded the 
area during graveside rites for 
the fallen leader. 

Stand Alone 

At night, the two stood alone. 
After 10 minutes they went 
back to the executive mansion. 

Some of Mrs. Kennedy’s plans 
for the future may be made 
known today, according. “To 
White House press secretary 
Pierre Salinger. She, must seek 
a new way of life for herself 
and her two children. 


Among the foremost questions 
are how long will she remain 
at the White House, where will 
she make her new home and 
what will become of the White 
House school she set up for 
daughter Caroline and some 20 
other children. 

• Mrs. Kennedy, a widow at 34, 
ifgver sought .or- relished the 
public role she came to play as 
the wife of John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. 

She married him in 1953, when j 
he was a young senator from! 
Massachusetts. When Kennedy ! 
became president in 1961, Mrs. 
Kennedy looked with some dis- 1 
may at the life ahead. ! 

Mrs. Kennedy, traveling i 
abroad to 13 countries alone and 
with her husband, speaking ! 
French, Spanish and Italian as j 
she went, soon carved for her- ; 
self a niche of fame. She drew : 
crowds by the thousands and j 
became a goodwill ambassador , 
for America on her own. 


Pleaded For Privacy 
■ She constantly pleaded for 
privacy for herself and her 
children,' John Jr., who had his j 
third birthday Monday— the day 
of his father's funeral— and 
Caroline, who will be 6 Wednes- 
day. 

To a woman with such a keen 
desire for privacy, the ordeal of 
the funeral ceremonial for her 
husband seemed doubly diffi- 
cult. Yet, Mrs. Kennedy not only 
planned many of the details to 
give her husband “the most 
distinguished funeral possible,” 
but took a full role herself de- 
spite her heart-breaking grief. 

Following the pattern of the 
funeral of another slain presi- 
dent, Abraham Lincoln, she 
asked that a procession march 
on foot to take the chief execu- 
tive s body to the church 
funeral and she led it herself. 

Mrs. Kennedy could not keep 
back the tears as she lighted 
the eternal flame at the head 
of her husband’s grave and left 
him there in a coffin on a grassy 
slope in Arlington National 
Cemetery, among the nation’s 
heroes. j 

On her return to the White 
House, she received the long 
line of dignitaries who had come 
from around the world to honor 
her husband in death. 



